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Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said that in this case the so-called dermatolysis was combined with special friability of the skin (especially over the knees), and that fact should be included in the heading of the case; the presence of the pigmentary nevus was less important. In France the svndrome had, he thought, sometimes been termed the " Ehlers-Danlos syndrome." Lichen Planus simulating Pityriasis Rosea.-I. MUENDE, M.B. At the meeting on December 19, 1935,1 the President showed an interesting case of lichen planus with a herald patch, an unusual variety of this disease hitherto not described in the dermatological literature. The present case resembles it very closely.
The patient is a healthy married woman, aged 30. About twelve weeks ago she noticed a patch over the manubrium sterni, which began "as if the skin had been rubbed off raw," was roughly circular, and approximately 1 in. in diameter. About a week later other similar patches appeared on the back and right side of the trunk, and these were followed by a sudden crop of smaller oval lesions on the front and back of the trunk.
When I first saw her about three weeks ago, she had three large and roughly circular patches, each composed of a ring of closely-packed shiny polygonal papules surrounding a pigmented non-scaly area. There were numerous smaller lesions scattered over the trunk, and these were mainly oval, with their long axes arranged obliquely, as in pityriasis rosea. They were pinkish in colour, and covered with fine scales which, when curetted lightly, cleared readily in the centre. These tended in time to undergo resolution, with central pigmentation, and developed peripheral lesions like lichen planus. There were no lichen planus lesions in either the buccal or vulval mucosa. The patient has had attacks of geographical tongue periodically during the last three years. The present rash is supposed to have appeared after very upsetting business worries three months ago.
Dr. R. T. BRAIN said that he had seen the case first, and was puzzled because the lesions were like those of pityriasis rosea, but they had a yellow parchment-like scale in the centre which was not quite characteristic. However, he saw another case a little time ago in which the scale was yellow and thick, like old parchment, and in this case the diagnosis of pityriasis rosea was fairly certain. Children in July 1935. Her mother had noticed a mottling of the skin of the trunk since birth. When first seen at hospital the trunk was almost completely covered with pigmented lesions about a centimetre in diameter varying in colour through the blending of red and brown. Most of the lesions were macular, but a few were slightly raised. During subsequent observation true wheals have been observed with a white papular centre and a red surround. Treatment has had no appreciable effect, and spots are appearing on the limbs. Pernet has recorded a case of an infant with lesions present at birth, but the occurrence is one of extreme rarity.
The child is also reported to have an enlarged heart. Hair blonde. Eyes blue. Eight teeth; dentition began at six months. Father and mother healthy; no consanguinity. No other children. No similar or other skin troubles in family.
Discussion.-Dr. R. KLABER said that, as in most cases the parents dated the appearance of the pigmentation soon after birth, urticaria pigmentosa might not infrequently be actually present at birth. The degree of actual vesication in this case, however, was
